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Preface

The purpose of this manual is to describe the fundamentals of intelligence
preparation of the battlefield (IPB). It describes IPB, its use in directing the
intelligence effort, and its role in driving the staff’s planning for contingencey or
combat operations. It prescribes the procedures followed in performing IPB
and illustrates the application of IPB in various situations.

This manual is intended to serve as a guide for the use of IPB by units of all
types, at all echelons, across the entire spectrum of conflict, and during the
conduct of any mission. It does not contain all the data required to conduct
IPB, such as specific information on threat doctrine or equipment capabilities.
Rather, it is intended as a guide for applying the fundamentals of the IPB
process to any situation.

No part of this document should be construed as limiting commanders’
freedom of action or committing commanders to a fixed or particular course of
action (COA). Nor should it be construed to imply that all IPB products must
be prepared by all commands in all situations. Commanders should apply the
doctrine and information presented in this manual in any manner appropriate to
their particular situation and mission.

This manual is intended for Army commanders and staffs at all echelons. It
applies equally to the Active Component (AC), United States Army Reserve
(USAR), and Army National Guard (ARNG). It is also intended to be of use to
commanders and staffs of joint and combined commands; Marine and Naval
forces; units of the Air Force; and the military forces of allied countries.

This field manual is printed in multicolors to clearly portray the IPB process.
This color is unique to this manual and is not to be confused or related to the
color keys normally associated with standard topographical symbols.

This manual does not implement any International Standardization
Agreements.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do
not refer exclusively to men.

The proponent of this publication is the United States Army Intelligence
Center and Fort Huachuca, Fort Huachuca, AZ. Send comments and
recommendations on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications
and Blank Forms) directly to Commander, US Army Intelligence Center and
Fort Huachuca, ATTN: ATZS-TDL-D, Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-6000.

Upon revision, this manual will be dual designated with the US Marine
Corps as FM 34-130/FMFM 3-20-1.
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